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The study is made up of four chapters and an
introduction. The introduction analyzes the sources for
studying ahl al- Sunnah’s political thought, the obstacles
hindering such study and hypothese on its development.

The first chapter traces the evolution of the
institution of the caliphate as well as the factors infuencing
it for the period of two and one half centuries A.H.

The second chapter consists of two sections. The first
underlines the direction of the relationships between the
fugaha’ on the one hand and the caliphs, opposition parties
and men letters on the other. The second section focuses on»
development of political thought of ahl al-Sunnah in light of
such relationships, in the first two centuries A.H.

The third chapter also consists of two sections. The
first explores the emerging influences affecting the discussed
above relationships such as the intensification of schisms
among various Islamic trends and the birth of philosophical
political thought in Islam as a result of contact with greek
philosophy. The second section highlights the development of
political thought under such influences, from the beginnings
of the third century until the firgt third of the fourth
century A.H.

Finally, chapter four analyzes the sources which shaped
and influenced the various trends concepts of ahl al-Sunnah’s
political thought. And its basic concepts such as necessity

and function of authority, umma and shura.

Hayrettin Yucesoy

IRRRAS
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ABSTRACT
Title: Development of the Political Thought of Ahl
al-Sunnah:The Formative Period -From the beginning until the
first third of the fourth century A.H.-

This study examines the basic trends and concepts of the
political thought of ahl al-Sunnah and to trace their
evolution from their inception to the first third of the
fourth century A.H./tenth century A.D. The study concludes
that this period was a formative one for subsequent
developments in that thought.

The study analyzes ahl al-Sunnah’s political thought in
the historical context of circumstances surrounding its
development and factors influencing that development. It
hypothesizes that this thought emerged and was formed as a
result of complex and intricate relationships between fugaha’
on the one hand and the institution of the caliphate during
the first three centuries of al-Hijra, the Islamic political
and intellectual trends and finally with the indigenous
cultural heritage of conquered areas on the other hand.These
relationships and the motivation of the fugaha‘’ took the form
either of struggle or of interaction, which in turn left its
imprint on the development of political thought of ahl
al-sunnah.

The examination of the above hypothesis leads to a
conclusion that there were theree basic sources of ahl
al-Sunnah’s political thought : First , Islamic sources (the

Qur’an and the Sunnah); second, historical sources (the pericd

of the Rashidun Caliphs and Idjma -Islamic concensus-)}; and
finally, practical sources (mainly the principle of
necessity).

There were marked differences in the value and quality
of these sources. This in turn led to crucial differences in
the concepts evolving from them. Some concepts were considered
fixed and unchangeable, such as the concept of Shura and the
Islamic Umma. Others were considered changeable, such as those
of succession and al-Qurashiyya.
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